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NEWSLETTER

"Let us pray for peace: peace in the world and in

each of our hearts." Pope Francis

Good afternoon St Peter’s Community,

It is obvious the partnership between families and the school throughout these remote

learning platforms has been strengthened. Firstly, I would like to thank you once again

for your efforts. We fully understand how challenging learning from home is especially

when families are working.

The good news is that most families seem to be getting into their own routine and

adhering to a schedule that is achievable. We hope that the 9.30am start and 1 screen

free day a week helps families.

The learning activities are meant to give the children some independence in being able

to complete them, especially the older students. The last thing the school wishes to do is

to add stress to families.

Like you, we look forward to all children returning to school as soon as possible. As

educators we are well aware children are unable to spend copious hours in front of a

screen or deep in concentration. It is easy for them to become fatigued especially if they

are not moving and exercising.

It is worth remembering that when children are at school they are given regular brain

breaks through the transition from subject to subject as well as time to discuss and

collaborate with their peers. They also spend quality time playing with their friends,

often being creative and imaginative.



Some families report that they have been playing board games, doing crosswords,

holding family zooms or evening colouring in together. Children can always learn to play

by themselves. Reading or building something out of lego or recycled products around

the home is very relaxing and this is what children need at the moment.

Further to this, it is during times like the present we are called to have a growth mindset

and this should be encouraged in our children. A growth mindset is not difficult when

the learning is easy, it is when learning is challenging that we need to exercise this.

Solving our children’s problems may be the simplest, quickest option but it doesn’t

promote learning. Be prepared to ‘catch the questions and throw them back’ e.g., what

do you think this is asking you? What do the instructions say? How might you find out?

What could you do to find out? It’s up to us as adults to promote this.

Thank you to our amazing teachers, Learning Support Officers, Parents, Grandparents

and Caregivers - you are all doing an amazing job to look after the wellbeing and health

of our students.  Please remember some self care for yourself.

Father's Day Stall

Unfortunately we will need to cancel our Father’s Day stall this year.  The gifts ordered

will be stored until next year.

Confirmation Celebrations

Unfortunately our Confirmation Celebrations have been cancelled due to COVID

restrictions.  We will work with the parish and try to reschedule the Confirmation

Celebration once lockdown restrictions are lifted this year.  Thanks for your patience

and understanding.  Eucharist Celebrations will be confirmed when the state

government restrictions are reviewed.  I will continue to keep families informed.

Reminder School Fees

A reminder the FINAL school fee instalment was due on the 13th of August.  Should you

be experiencing financial hardship please contact the office on 9401 1157 so that we may

discuss a mutually suitable repayment plan.

Change in classroom structure

In consultation with the school Consultative Committee and the school Advisory Board

we have agreed to change the learning space structure in 2022.

2022

2x  Year Prep Classes

3x  Year 1 Classes

2x Year 2 Classes

3x Year 3/4  Classes

3x Year 5/6 Classes



In July 2020 the school enrolment numbers were 260 students, moving forward our

enrolment for 2022 is anticipated to be just over 300 students.  Year Prep, one and two

will be straight classes in 2022.  Year 3/4  and 5/6 will continue to be multiage

classrooms.  The decision was based on the number of students enrolled and how we

can best meet the learning outcomes of our students.

We will be introducing co teachers in the spaces to enhance literacy and numeracy

intervention and extension learning. We aim to continue empowering our teaching staff

with best practice teaching.

The GRIN (Getting Reading for Numeracy) tutorials before school will continue for our

middle and senior students and we will introduce EMU (Extending Mathematical

Understanding) for the junior classes in 2022. The Olympiad Mathematical extension

program will continue next year.

We will also have a Numeracy specialist teacher in 2022 working across the whole

school, they will work in partnership with our Numeracy Leader.

We kindly ask families that are not returning to St Peter's in 2022 to notify the school in

writing as soon as possible.

We currently have a number of year levels that have students on a waiting list for 2022.

The community is embracing our new chapter of learning.

Community thank -you

Even during this difficult time I am so very grateful to Shenelle Toshack and her family

for looking after our chickens on weekends and over the school holidays.

Thanks also to Russell Sturtevant for his enthusiasm and dedication in keeping our

beautiful vegetable garden alive.  We are very fortunate to have such giving families in

our community.

Students on site

Please make sure you register students requiring on site supervision on the Sunday prior

to the week starting.

Email: Daniela Torcaso (deputy principal)

dtorcaso@stprepp.catholic.edu.au

We can only supervise students of essential service workers and the school requires

evidence from an employer that the family can not care for the child at home as they are

not working from home.  Thanks for your support.

Students wearing masks on site is optional.  This is a family decision.  The school will

support family choice at St Peter’s.

A reminder that supervision on site is 8:45-3:30 pm. Students that require care before

8.45am or after school will need to reach out to EXTEND to arrange care.

mailto:dtorcaso@stprepp.catholic.edu.au


Book Week Celebration

Our community celebrated book week yesterday with a virtual assembly for all year

levels. Thanks to Melissa Gatt for co-ordinating the day and our fabulous teachers and

students who embraced the day and dressed up as their favourite book characters. We

are currently putting together a short visual clip to share with our families. Book week

will be an annual celebration on our school calendar moving forward.

SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY ON FRIDAY 27TH AUGUST.

NO ONSITE SUPERVISION AVAILABLE ON THIS DAY.

SPECIALIST RUBRIC WILL BE AVAILABLE ON THE STUDENTS GOOGLE

CLASSROOM

TEACHERS WILL BE WORKING REMOTELY IN PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT:

RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS for STUDENTS

In a world where you can be anything - choose to Be Kind

Kindest regards

Angela Tonkin

Principal

The Week in Review

Middles News

This week, in celebration of Book Week, the Middles have been writing their very own

book.  They are using their research into their inquiry topic of “Is Justice Really For All”

to publish a book about their chosen animal which has been affected by human actions.

They look forward to sharing these soon.

Seniors News

We have been working hard online over the last few weeks. On our ‘Specialist Days’ the

students have been enjoying a variety of activities including Art and Science. Last

Friday, we all met online for a scavenger hunt which was a load of fun! Even some of the

teachers raced around to find the items!



By Karthik By Thimashi

By Rajdeep By Luke

Walking water - Georgia and Friends



Ronan & Landon cooking delicious blueberry muffins on Science day!

Is your child’s Asthma Plan up to date?

Asthma Week starts Wednesday 1 September. This is a good opportunity to check that your

child’s asthma plan is up to date and has been reviewed by a doctor prior to returning to

school.

An Asthma Action Plan provides clear information and instructions for managing your

child’s asthma. It includes easy to read information about medications, symptoms and

danger signs.

Your child's Asthma Action Plan should be reviewed and updated yearly, and always in

collaboration with you, the person or carer of the person with asthma.

Please click on the link to access and download the appropriate Action Plan for your child

based on their specific needs from the Asthma Australia website:

Asthma Australia Website - Asthma Action Plans

Asthma Care Plan for Education & Care Services

Please return updated Asthma Care Plans and Action Plans to the school office.

https://asthma.org.au/about-asthma/live-with-asthma/asthma-action-plan/?utm_campaign=Asthma%20Assist&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=89588379&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9MBJLSDZthITX8U7PrVSPW-Jk6AzORQv0EzLd8pLhHuf6ywxdGiHRNnlqK_5n50TuIN-7b1pMkhXl0JwCUhM-qR1bEEhl5VzD_QkO79DM_aDYJqAg&utm_content=89588379&utm_source=hs_automation
https://asthma.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/AACPED2020A4-Care-Plan-for-Schools_v1.0_Editable_image-3.pdf


Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools - School

Improvement Surveys (MACSSIS)

Due to the significant interruptions posed to schools by the current COVID lockdown,

and after careful consideration of several factors including extensive feedback from

school communities, MACSSIS will be postponed to the period from Thursday 7 October

to Thursday 28 October 2021. Further details to follow

Report a School Absence

If you know that your child is going to be away in advance please send an email to their

class teacher or visit our school website and click the Quick Links tab to fill out the Report

an Absence form.

If it is an unexpected absence please ring the front office on 9401 1157 and let Claire or Deb

know.

We are always looking for ways to improve our school community - please email

our principal Mrs Angela Tonkin if you have suggestions or feedback you would

like to share.  Thank you

atonkin@stprepp.catholic.edu.au

https://www.stprepp.catholic.edu.au/report-an-absence
https://www.stprepp.catholic.edu.au/report-an-absence
mailto:atonkin@stprepp.catholic.edu.au

